A history of the Longshore family

up to 1890           

Bucks, Co.

Robert Longshore, a Surveyor from England, helped as a Deputy Surveyor, to make the plans and survey of Philadelphia, in 1688.  Robert Longshore, married Margaret Cock, the daughter of Pieter Larson Cock, a Swede; who came to America in 1641.  Pieter was Collector of tolls, imports and exports for the colony, also a Magistrate for New Sweden and later Deputy Govenor.


Robert Longshore, "gentleman",   purchased five hundred acres of  land in Bristol township.


Euclydas Longshore was the son of Robert and Margaret Longshore, our ancestors.

Euclydas married Alice Stackhouse, a girl of sixteen years, and daughter of Thomas Stackhouse and Grace Heaton of Bucks County, Pa., First month, 8th, 1716.  Their issue was;


Robert Longshore,     born   10th   month,     13th,     1716


Grace Longshore,         "      2nd       "      ,     24th,     1719. Died 1726


Thomas Longshore       "      9th       "      ,     13th,     1721


Margaret Longshore     "      4th       "      ,     21st ,     1724


Alice Longshore           "      7th       "      ,       4th,      1726


Grace Longshore 2nd   "      6th       "      ,     18th,      1728.  Died 1731


Euclydas Longshore     "      12th    "      ,       4th,      1730.  Died 1732


Mary Longshore          "      10th      "      ,     30th,      1732   Died 1734 

----:o:----

Euclydas Longshore, 2nd, our grandfather, was born 4th month, 27th,  1735, and died 6th month, 14th, 1804, aged 69 years.

Euclydas Longshore the 2nd, our Grandsire, married a Cox, it is said, his first wife.

They had eleven children, the initial letter of all their names was "A"

I remember seeing Abner, Asher, (I think)  Anna (Bunting)  Aby, (Minor) and Alice, (Cramer).

Some of Abner’s and Anna’s descendents moved and settled in Ohio.  John, Abner’s son in Cincinnati, and Betsy Atkinson, Anna’s daughter, near Zanesville.



Euclydas Longshore afterwards married at the age of 45 years, Sarah Gillam, daughter of Lucas, and his wife Anna Dungan Gillam, at the age of 28 years.  She was a twin sister of the Mother of Anna Linton Smith, now living in Philadelphia, Pa., aged near 70, whose father Benjamin Linton and Mary Moore, the Quaker preacher and Rebecca Linton, all of Bucks County, Penna., were brother and sisters.

Euclydas Longshore and Sarah Gillam were married Fifth month, 11th, 1780.

Their children were as follows:


Sarah Longshore, died an infant.



Euclydas Longshore,     Born

1781



Margaret Longshore,        "

1783



Abraham Longshore,        "       11th month,   6th, 
1785


Mary Longshore,             " 
1787 (died an infant).



Joseph Longshore,          "         11th month,    24th
1788



Grace Longshore,           "           8th     "         31st
1790 (And died in young womanhood).



Rachel Longshore                 Born     3rd   month     20th
1792



Thomas Canby Longshore       "         6th     "
   21st
1794



James Longshore                     "         10th   "           17th
1797


Margaret Longshore, married James Slack, had five children.  

Susan, Eliza, Lewis, Mordecas and James Slack. 


Joseph Longshore, married Joanna Kelley, had two children -Amos and Kelley.


Rachel married Valentine Dickerson, had 8 living children.


Thomas married Jane Gaine, had 3 children.

James married Sarah Roberts and had 6 children.

Jane, Maria, Sally Ann, Elizabeth, John J. Harry and Ephraim.

Dickerson  children,  Sarah, William, John,  Joseph,  Howard,  Elizabeth,  Rebecca and Ann. 

Abraham Longshore, married Rhoda Skelton, daughter of Joseph Skelton, and Mary Carey of Solbury, Bucks County, Penna., 3rd month, 11th, 1807.  Their issue was 11 children. 

           
Sarah Ann,                   born 12 month       26th, 1807         (Walker then Taylor)


Joseph S. Longshore,   born   9th   month,  18th,   1809.


Mary Longshore,            "      8th      "         16th,   1811   (Died aged one and one-half years)


Thomas E. Longshore,    (The Scribe)   Born 11 mo.  11th, 1812


Carey Longshore,   born   8th  month,   1st,   1814  


Isaac S. Longshore,   "      8th      "         6th    1816




John Watson Longshore,   Born,      5th month,      5th    1818


William Longshore               "         1820 died in infancy


Samuel C. Longshore           "           11th month    2nd     1822


Elizabeth S.  Longshore       "           4th month     28th    1825


Anna Mary Longshore         "           4th month    18th   1829


J. Watson Longshore           "            (Died 11th month, 1st 1832  at Rock Island, Ill.)


Joseph S. Longshore, M.D.  (Died 11th month, 1st, 1879)


Carey Longshore,              (Died 5th month, 24th 1888, at Langhorne, PA


Issac S. Longshore           (Died 5th month, 24th 1888,   at Woodbury, N.J.)

These brothers died at the same hour and same day, and were buried at same service in Langhorne, Bucks Co., Pa, on the 28th in Friends grounds.

Memoranda of Abraham Longshore’s children

First:       Sarah Ann,  married Holcomb Walker.  Their children were, Sarah Jane, who married Frederic Beaus.  Their children were- Horace, Linford, Caroline, Anna and Mary.

William married             Wellings, then               has one surviving son by second wife.  

Abraham Jr.  Married Hannah Witson, (a son Oscar).  His second wife Adeline Howell of New York State, issue. H. H. Walker, Los Angeles, California.



Elizabeth, married Samuel Walton (No issue).


Second,   Joseph S. Longshore;   Author and Lecturer on Medicine.  Married Julia La Rue, had no living issue.


Third;   Thomas E. Longshore, married Hannah E. Myers, Their issue: 



Channing who married Maria Peirce- issue a daughter and son. Elsie and Rudolph.

Lucretia who married Rudolph Blanenburg.  Issue living, daughter Julia.


Fourth  Carey Longshore, married Matilda Holcomb, issue, Elizabeth (single). 

Sallie married Henry Morrell issue, Frederic and Emma (Emma is the older).

Samuel married Adella Le Compt, issue William, - Marion, (a girl) and Clinton and Horace.


Fifth:    Issac S. Longshore, married Mary Burgess, issue – 

Edward who married Debora Smith, M. D., no issue.

William who married Tamar Matlack, no living issue.



Rhoda married Benjamine F. Knowles - issue Bertha and Rhoda.  Rhoda’s second husband is George Mason, issue one son.  Live at Kansas.



Rachel married Israel Walton, no living issue.



Alfred married Mary    issue, Edward, Joseph, Debora and Emma.



Sixth:
Samuel C. Longshore, married Sarah Ann Case.  No living issue.  His second wife Rebecca Reynolds, no issue.


Seventh,   Elizabeth S. Longshore, married William Burgess.  Issue living five sons, one daughter, one deceased.



First:    Frank P. who married Lizzie Baker, issue one living daughter Stella.  Second marriage Addie L. Jordan no living issue.



Second: Anna Mary Burgess, born 9 month, 28th, 1849, Died aged 3 years and 4 months.



Third:    Alpheus Burgess, born 4th month, 28th, 1851. Married Ada I. Sheets - no issue.



Fourth:   Marianna Burgess, born 6th month, 6th, 1853 unmarried.

Fifth:    Wm. Watson Burgess, born 6th month, 16th, 1855.  Married Almira E. Sheets.  Their children, three - Gertrude, Leona and Florence.  (Daughters)



Sixth:   Charles A. Burgess, born 5 month, 12th, 1851.  Married Mamie Roberts - no issue.



Seventh:   Henry Edwin Burgess, born 1st month, 16th, 1859.  Unmarried.

Eighth:      Ann Mary Longshore, married Lambert E. Potts: Issue one son, Emerson J. Potts, born 10th month, 8th, 1855.  Married Flora M. Jamieson, 6 month, 22nd, 1881.  Issue William Lambert, born 5 month, 27nd, 1881  and Charles Jamieson, born "10th" month,4th,  1887.

____________________________________________

Memorandum and Notes of the Longshore family.  The Pioneers of which settled in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, by one of their descendants T. E. Longshore, compiled from records and traditions.


Euclydus Longshore, our grandfather, from the impressions I have received from different members of his family, was rather an easy, good natured man, with a kind of dry humor.  He was of light, inclined to sandy complexion, with Brown or light hair.  At the time father, Abraham Longshore was born, 11th month, 6th, 1785, (I believe) the family was living in a stone, one story house, north of John Watson’s farm and east of Stacy Watson’s farm, in Middletown, Bucks County, Pa., and on the South side of the road, that run south of Newtown from Neshaminy to Jenk’s Fulling mill.  It was on a small farm with orchard near the house.



Our Uncle Euclydas used to point it out to me as the place where they lived.  Grandfather was not much of a farmer.  Things drifted any how.  It was while he lived there that a Mr. Wildman (Mahlon perhaps) who occupied the Stacy Watson farm, wrote and sent him the following:



"Neighbor Clyde I can’t abide the cow that wears the bell.  She was this morn within my corn.  How long I cannot tell.  The damage done, a serious one, of this I now complain, it will be worse for you and us if she gets in again."



Grandfather was road supervisor, for many successive years.  I have been told.  



It was probably after grandmother received a little legacy, after the death of her father Lucas Gillam, that they purchased some sixty or seventy acres of the old farm, with the old stone kitchen and log house, adjoining, where we were born, - and moved on to it.



Grandfather ended his days there.  It was so very poor and barren, it did not pay to farm it much.  They were so poor there, that the children went out to live as they grew large enough.



Father told me, (I think) that he left home and went to James Wildman’s to live when he was about twelve years old, as a taken boy.  He did not get along satisfactory with old Adam Adams, their colored, hired man, and refused to thresh in the barn with him because he was so abused.



He told James Wildman of his bad treatment and that he would not work with him, Adam.  James told him, if he was not going to work again, he must go to bed, and stay till he was willing to go to work.  Father went to his bed and lay there the remainder of the day, all night and till towards evening the next day, when some visitors came to the house, and Rachel Wildman, Jr., then a baby in the cradle, cried and all were to busy to rock the cradle, her mother, called father from his bed to come and rock the cradle.  This was the winter of 1798, and father was 14 years old.  In the Spring he left Wildman’s and returned home, to be farmer for his father.  He sowed four quarts of clover seed which he persuaded his father to purchase, and for the first time cut a little Clover hay.



It was sown on about an acre of ground in the Northwest corner of the barn field, over what we used to call Guy’s Spring run.  He did a little farming, more than his father had ever done, in the two years he staid at home.



In the spring of 1802, I presume it was, he went to learn the trade of wheelwright, and was indentured to a man by the name of George, (I think) Walker, who lived and had his shop in Attleborough then, near where Dr. Allen’s house stood.  Walker owed all the square inclosed in the quarter mile roads that surrounded it on the north side of the village.  Father staid with Walker one year and was farmer.  He kept a diary of every days work.  He did little or nothing in the shop, but did the farming and out door work.



At the end of the year he went home on a visit; took his diary with him, and showed it to his father, and told him he did not want to return as he would never learn his trade there.  His father told him to take his diary to Esquire, Isaac Hicks, father of Edward Hicks, the Quaker preacher at Newtown and ask his advice in the matter.  Esquire Hicks examined it and told him to go about his business, and that he need not go back to Walker if he did not want to.  He did not return but went and engaged with Charles Goheen, a wheelwright, who lived in the east end of Attleboro, where he also died.



Father staid with C. Goheen some three years, learning his trade.



Goheen had two bad boys.  Dick and Jim, who gave him some trouble.  When their father was away they would be in the shop annoying and interrupting him (father) at his work, and some times doing mischief, for which father was held responsible. 



Goheen told father he would hold him accountable for any disorder or damage in the shop when he, himself, was away.  Father then undertook to carry out his instructions, and by force, kept the boys out of the shop; handling them roughly.  They made great complaint of his abuse and cruelty towards them.  This produced some dissatisfaction and things did not work harmonious.  



Father had no way to get any spending money without his extra work.  He engaged some farmer to bring to him at the shop some tough, crooked, white oak stump roots.  Mechanics and apprentices then worked at night till nine o’clock, from October to April - six months.



Father purchased some candles and after nine o’clock, until ten, he hewed and sawed out hames, out of the Oak roots, for the farmers.  He had them seasoning, and ready for sale, but kept them out of his Master’s sight.

                     One day a farmer came into the shop to inquire for, and buy some harmes.  Father, in the presence of the boss, brought out his hames and made a sale.  This displeased Goheen, and he told father that his shop was not large enough for two men to run business, and if he would carry on, he must leave and find some other place.  He was angry.  He had been some three years at the trade, but he was not master of some of the particular branches.



He left, however, when about 20, went to Newtown, rented a shop, hired a capable workman and opened for himself.  It was during this first year in Newtown, that he became acquainted with Mother.



Shall I say, that he and some other Quaker boys of the neighborhood concluded to ride on horseback to Buckingham Quarterly Meeting which was held in the last of May.



They staid over night and were invited by Friends to dine, and to go where there were some young folks.  There were several at Grandfather Skelton’s where they called, and the girls were buxom and friendly and treated the lower end visitors with cordiality.



This was in May, 1806.  In the 3rd month, 11th, 1807, they, father and mother were married, rented a house and commenced life in Newton.



Grandfather Euclydes had died, 6 month, 14th, 1804 when father was in his nineteenth year and learning his trade with Charles Goheen..  At his death the children were scattered.  Rachel went to live with Joseph Richardson at the farm house, just north of Bridgstown.  Joseph Richardson also carried on tanning at Bridgstown, and Valentine Dickerson was his apprentice.



Thomas C. Longshore went to Thomas Blakey’s, who lived near and run Andrew Flowers mill.  James went to Joseph Wilson’s, some two miles southwest of Langhorne, on the Jeremiah Crossdale farm near Neshaminy.



The boys staid out till they were sixteen years old.



Our Uncle Euclydas lived with Uncle Simon Gillem, while father was learning his trade and till he got the farm and moved to it from Newtown;   he was a farmer.



 The old farm, where we were born, was sold at public sale and James Wildman bought it for about $25.00 or $28.00 per acre.  The farm was so poor, that I think it lay idle or nearly so for two or three years, and I think grandmother remained on it, in the tenant house down the road by the Spring, with Uncle Clyde and Aunt Margaret, and Uncle Joseph, (a little delicate child and his mother’s pet, they say.) when not out at work; and for a kind of a home for the children to visit.



She had some three or four acres of land over the road, in her own right, on which a little        house stood where she lived. 



Father purchased this after her death.  I remember some of it as in timber and father cut it off, and built his stone tenant house down near the point, near Beattie’s line.  It is now torn down and gone.



Father purchased eight acres over the road, from the Isaac Eyre farm, to make the field north of the road.  This was during the war of 1812.



Uncle Joseph, three years younger than father, tried his trade (wheelwright) with Father, while in Newtown.  



Father and Mother did not live in Newtown, but one or two years.  He purchased the old farm of James Wildman, and moved on to it in the Spring of 1808 or 1809.



Sister Sarah Ann was the only one of the children born in Newtown on December 26th, 1807.



Grandfather died eight years before I was born, in 1804.  When father moved on the old farm he could get nothing from it.  He built a small frame shop, north of the house under the big cherry tree, and followed his trade for a living.  He hired a journeyman by the name of Twining to do Jobbing for wagon work for farmers.



There was no barn on the place and no use for one; but father traded around, got some lime, collected a little manure and gradually began to raise little crops.



Uncle Euclydes was with him as farmer.



Brother Joseph S. Longshore, M. D., was born 9 month, 8th, 1809.   T. E. Longshore born November 11th, 1812.



In time he found he would soon need a barn, and in the Spring he began; and the neighbors Jenk’s laughed at him, and told him be would never fill it.  It was stone forty feet long, by twenty-seven deep, and twenty feet up the square.





Grandmother was living down by the Spring in a little one story frame house.  I remember when, in my petticoats running down the road to see her.  It was in the summer of about 1815.  She was sitting in her big arm chair, with a clean check apron and cap on and with spectacles, reading the Bible or some religious book, -hymn book.  She was quite religious and used to sing hymns and sing from the Bible.  I remember her funeral the next year.  I was at it., I remember the solemnity.



Father borrowed $1.000. When he bought the farm; and it was often with the greatest difficulty he could raize the interest.  I remember how they talked about, and how we all had to do what we could to save money, by living poor and dressing in poor patched homespun clothes, eating mush, rye bread, without butter or molasses; and potatoes, without tea or coffee, or sugar, or even lard.  Rye pie, shortened with smoked, pot-skimmings and dried apples so sour; - but we made the LESS of it answer.



About the year 1811, Uncle Thomas Longshore, came to father to learn wheel-righting, and about 1813, Uncle James Longshore, also came to learn the trade.  They both quarreled out, and left, one or two years before they were free; twenty-one and went to journey work up in the country.  Uncle Thomas to Logtown, (now Pennsville) and married Aunt Jane there, (Jane Gains).  Uncle Thomas set up business there and Uncle James worked with him a while; and he married Aunt Sarah Roberts and opened shop north of Pineville.



I remember when Uncle James lived with us in 1815 and 1816.



In the Spring of 1822, father resolved to tear down the old log house and build a new stone one, which still stands and is occupied by a stock gentleman farmer, by the name of Branson.



I was then nine years old; was kept from school and put to work at tending mason with stone, etc.



I worked with the men at the house all summer, and helped to carry mortar in a bucket for the plasterers Carey, and I did most of the tending.



The remembrance is vivid with me yet; how steady I worked those long, warm days, and how tired I would get.



The masons worked from sun to sun.  Joseph Reeder, Enos Reeder, and Tom Scout, (Aunt Aby Minor’s Son) by first husband.  Father hired an old man by the name of Wm. Steward, to boss the carpenter work, and father worked with him as a carpenter also, all summer, and till the house was finished.



Thomas Scout built the stone shop at the corner of the south yard the next year, and I was tender again for the mason.  



By this time the farm produced more than the barn would hold, and we built Barracks and Stacks for the grain; but the debt remained on the farm, for the money was all spent in improvements.



I have heard father say that the most he ever got of schooling was in the three months when about sixteen, before he went to his trade, when he learned to read and write and cipher as far as Practice, through Single Rule of Three.  The bible and Testament were the school reading books.  This was so when I first went to school to Thom. Byles at the eighth square by Wildmans in 1817 to 1818.



While father was at Goheen’s learning his trade he heard of the new school book just published by Lindley Murray, called the "English Reader", and he spared the money to purchase one for his own use.



Father had a natural taste and turn for reading, for knowing and being somebody, with very little opportunity for either.  He had a personal pride.



He told me that at one time, I believe, while at Goheen’s - he had committed to memory and could sing one hundred songs.  In those days the young people would collect in companies, and on first day afternoons, spend hours around the Spa Spring, on benches, then, singing and sporting their time in amusement.



Father would sing and Edward Hicks would preach and make them cry.



His young manhood was short.  He married about three or four months after he was 21 years old.  Mother was 23.



I recollect very well how often he would tell us boys, when playing around on first days, that we ought to get our books and read, learn something; and not always remain blockheads, and be know nothings, in the world.  



He would read bible stories to us on first day afternoons and try to interest us.



In the year 1823 or 1824, father moved the old shop that stood north of the house under the black cherry tree to the barn yard, and put it up on piers for a straw house.



In 1829 or 1830 he built the tenant house down the road.



In 1832 he built another barn at the west end of the first one, forty feet long, twenty-seven feet deep, and twenty feet high.



The mortar tender took offence at something before it was done, and I carried the mortar for the mason Inos Reeder, to build the gable and, with the hod on my shoulder I climbed up an almost perpendicular ladder twenty-five feet high, day after day, till it was finished.



In August that year brother Carey came home from Wm. Eyre in Philadelphia, on account of the cholera and nothing doing, and he finished the inside wood-work of the barn that fall, and during the winter.



The next summer we built the stone kitchen at the west end of the house and Carey did the carpenter work.



Father seemed to have a mania for building.  He built the kitchen in the rear for himself and mother Mary, and built a house or two at Muttonville near Bucto, on the lot brother Isaac bought of Isaac Eyre; besides a kitchen or an addition to the old brick house where he died in Attleboro.



I helped build nearly all these structures, and it made very hard work, for us, besides doing the farm work.



Father also built the house and barn in Solebury, where Holcomb Walker died.  Some eight or ten buildings altogether, costing several thousand dollars.  Besides these he built the milk house and the smoke house, both of which are now, no longer in being.



During the year 1819 while we were living in the old one story log and stone house Elisa Slack, a few months older than sister Sarah Ann, came to live with us.  She and Sarah did the house work week about, one would milk and take care of it and the other stay in, get breakfast and supper.



They both had their spinning wheels and tasks to perform afternoons and evenings.



We children often would play and have what we called fun, when father and mother were away or visiting.



Elisa Boone is living in the city now nearly 84 years old, and she speaks of the year she lived with us with delight.  Her son William pays her board $10.00 per month with some Methodist friends.



I think father paid Elisa 25 cents per week.  When she left us, she went to John Blakey to see if she could not go to Friends school, to be educated for a teacher, out of the charity fund of Friends.  They took her into the school to be educated in that way.



Within the last few years I have become some what interested in the origin, genealogy, lineage and history of the Longshore name.



Through sister Anna M. L. Potts and Channing, I have received letters written them by Longshore’s families living in the South - Columbia and Alabama, in Ohio, and Western Pennsylvania, stating that having seen their names in print- Anna as a famous lecturer and Channing as a banker, they wrote to learn of their family relationship.



I received a letter in answer to one of mine from James D. Longshore in Columbus, Ohio, in the confectionary, candy business; giving his pedigree as far back as his grandfather but nothing of the whence or where beyond that, except that they moved from Maryland to Ohio, early in this century.  How they got to Maryland or where they came from, he had no account.  So I could not trace our family connection.  His Mother, brothers and sisters were living.



The Southern letter from Alabama was still more indefinite, signed "A. P. Longshore".  He says his great grandfather and a brother came to the United States from England.  The brother settled in New York, or Pennsylvania, (Philadelphia) and his great-grandfather settled in South Carolina.



If that is true, which I doubt, then we are not of the same origin.  He says that a son or grand-son of the brother at Philadelphia was a Doctor and wrote a work on Obstetrics, which I believe was another error.  He had heard of the book, I suppose, through medical students from the south who had seen the book, when here at Medical College, and knowing him, went home and told him of the literary and scientific ability of one of his family name.

That Dr. and author was no other than Joseph S. Longshore, M.D., our brother.  I wrote him of this probable fact, but have received no reply to my letter.



These letters were well written, indicating business capacity and skillful penmanship.



 The other letter was from D. F. Longshore, of Correy, Penna.  I wrote him at length, had no reply.  I sent my infidel pamphlets, "Lord and Saviour", and "Holy Ghost" to both of them.  They may have paralyzed them.



Our Grandfather had two brothers who raised families, Robert the eldest, was the grandfather to Jolly, Robert and William, who lived and died in Bucks County, to our knowledge.



Robert’s daughter Alice married, Paiste and left her descendants in the Paiste families.



Thomas the other brother, I think lost his right among Friends and there is no record of his family or his fate.



There was Ridgeway and Joseph Longshore of Newtown, sixty years ago, I remember, and there was drunken Thomas Longshore, I knew then; whose son William lived at one time with father’s family on the farm, a stupid boy.



I take it that these were the descendants of grandfather’s brother Thomas.



Some of these, I presume, it was who went early in the present century, to Virginia, and in a few years later, removed to Ohio, where brother Carey and I visited them, near Zanesville, the winter of 1836.  One of them was a widow with several grown up married children, who told me at length of their Virginia life.  She told me also of their relations of the same name who moved from Virginia to Holemes, or some other central County of Ohio.



The descendants of this family are now at CORREY’S, Penna., at Columbus, Ohio, and Mansfield, Ohio.



Joe Longshore, one of this (Thomas branch) committed suicide by cutting open his abdomen when drunk, to see if rum was burning up his insides, as people told him.



I know nothing of any branch of this family living in Bucks County, or Eastern Penna., now.


I am tempted now, to fill up the balance of these pages with some comments on the ethnological and psychological traits, running through the Longshore families, as inherited from the Pioneer Ancestor and modified by mixing with the blood of other families and lineages.



Our great-grandfather Euclydes, whose Mother was a Swede, one of the light haired Norsman or Scandinavian stock, who from long centuries of residence in the cold northern clime, have much of the darker skin, etc., of more southern latitudes bleached out.  He from a less robust constitution or some other local cause, left the occupation of his clan or family, took to shoemaking, became a Cord-wainer, and followed his trade where he settled in Bucks County, Pa.  He must have been a rather quiet, humble, simple minded, honest man, not proud, ambitious, self-concerted and aspiring to distinction as a leader, or to move in the highest society.  



Our grandfather followed him in that.



The Longshores in the past, that I have known have mostly been true to these simple traits, and in their matrimonial alliances found their affinities among the simpler and humbler families of their own social lives.  So they have kept themselves and families down on a social plane, congenial to their inherited traits and simple tastes.



Blood and transmission of qualities and aptitudes, will tell and declare themselves.



Grandfather Longshore’s first children were pretty true to the Longshore type then.  I remember some of them who physically and psychologically were typical Longshores.  Aunt Anna Bunting in complexion and mentally, was one of them.  Abner, Aby, Asher, and Alice, followed pretty closely in the line of their Longshore ancestors.



When Grandfather married into the Gillam and Dungan blood, in grandmother- they were an aspiring, aristocratic and socially superior family.  It made a cross in the offspring, which asserted itself in some of the children, at least.  Perhaps in father and Aunt Margaret the most, for they both received marked physical and psychological traits from this new blood.



While Uncle Thomas, Uncle Euclydes, and Aunt Rachel Dickerson retained the light complexion and more of the Longshore kith; so their children, though crossed with other cults, have failed to elevate themselves much.  Even Bill Dickerson was a failure.



Aunt Margaret has some descendants among the Richardson (Clayton’s children).



Uncle Joseph has one grand-son, (his only one), in the milk business in this City, Philadelphia.  He owns property and is pushing, and a respectable man.  He has a son a doctor if he is living.



Uncle Thomas’ has a family of half Irish, ill bred, boorish grand-children near Joliette, Illinois, in farming and stock business.



Uncle James’ children are scattered, and don’t give evidence of becoming distinguished by any great qualities of mind or genius.  Neither parent of any of these children belonged to the aspiring, ambitious, social classes in society.  That easy, careless, simple and self-satisfied, original Longshore trait, held its own and dominated in the lives and habits of most of these grand-children.  It is hard to lift a family from a level it has held for several generations; and to keep it up.



What little our own particular family has received over many of the rest of our name, comes to us from the aspiring, superior, social cult of the Gillam family; as was manifested most strongly in father; in his hair, eyes and complexion, giving him ambition, energy and determination to be and do more than any of the name before him.  He had taste, was ambitious, aspiring; had regard to his personal appearance; he read and sung, liked society; was often polite and gracious in his way and liked the society of social, well to do people.



His Mother evidently put him on the lead in her family.  Her three younger sons were apprenticed to him.  His house was her home, and the resort of all the children when visiting her; and he settled her estate at her death.  There was more of her Gillam qualities in him than in any other of her children.



If the family then, has received any impetus onwards, it evidently has come through him, more of a Gillam than a Longshore.  What little ambition we, his children may have is from him.



He wanted to be well off and up in society; yet did not know how to succeed to such a distinction and eminence.



His early opportunities of improvement and enlarging his capacity for high life, were very unfavorable and unfortunate.  Nevertheless, he had the crude, undeveloped forces in him, to spur him on and they have cropped out in the idiosyncracies of some of his children.  But in no one of them so marked and impulsive as in himself.  He was so strong in his purposes and prejudices, that he was prompted even to violence; at other times, so gracious, suave and patronizing, that he was more than amiable.



What we, his children, have inherited of his extremes of characteristics, have been somewhat checked and tempered by our Mother’s quiet, solid, hard sense, simplicity of character, native honesty and earnest, practical, goodness.



She not only gave us of these as an anti-natal legacy, but conscientiously labored to train us as best she could in the lessons and habits of an earnest, honest, sober industrious man and womanhood..



I remember in my early childhood of the earnest, emphatic lessons she impressed upon us, about our conduct, our habits, our associates, our language; about cursing, swearing, stealing, lying, cheating or doing anything wrong to ourselves and one another.



These early, maternal lessons, have ever been remembered and heeded, through all these sixty subsequent years. They have helped to preserve me as I am.



We children, have inherited these traits from our parents in different proportions; making us look at life and its purposes from a different point of vision, and to feel ourselves impelled to different pursuits. 



When young as a boy plowing and teaming as well as alone at work on the farm, I was given to meditation, to thought, and speculation.  I saw so much and felt so much, that was not good and pleasant, that life itself became a study and miracle that overwhelmed me with embarrassment.



I thought, read, studied, wondered, vowed and promised myself, if ever I lived to be a man, I would not do as the multitude, the blind, unthinking, deluded, infatuated masses were doing.



I have, in a measure, lived to fulfill my promises and pledges in boyhood.



I wanted to know what was best and true and live up to it; as near as I could.



I was the first in the family to embrace anti-slavery, total Abstinence, Non-resistansce, Woman’s Rights, Hygiene in diet and to work for the enlightenment of others.  All our family finally came over in part to these views.



My life has been a very different one from any other one in the family.  I helped to make brother Doctor, a temperance man, so saved him; for he drank entirely too much.



Hannah and I helped Anne Potts to a belief that women ought to and could be doctors.  And what has that idea and thought done for her?  Why more than she ever dreamed of as possible.  Anne’s inheritance of parental traits; was among the most fortunate, enabling her to do more efficiently and gain a success, denied to the rest of us.  One of our drawbacks, has been our undisguised, outspoken honesty, offending the prejudices, of the affected, aspiring, hypocritical, prejudices and refined pretenders.  This if a Longshore and perhaps a Skelton weakness or strength, that has worked to our disadvantage.  We have not been moral cowards and held back our convictions of right and justice; and joined in ignoring or concealing the guilt duplicity, or injustice of our aristocratic, self-righteous, would-be social superiors.  Neither nature or education moulded us in that dilitant school.



Personally Sarah Ann and I had the most severe training, in domestic economy, and in the most rigid restraints of poverty, against waste, expenditure and personal gratification.



I inherited neither health, strength or genius. Have suffered not a little from over-work, hardships and exposures, and want of a capacity every way to make life a success or a good living.  So I managed to get a matrimonial union that has supplemented my deficiencies; have out lived all my brothers, yet had the least vital capital.  I have tried to take care of myself, more than they, and am now in my 79th year.

                      







(Signed) Thomas E.  Longshore

                                                                                                                       1526 Arch Street,

                                                                                                                        Philadelphia, Pa.

January 10th, 1891

